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Dear New Puppy Parents:

Now we agree that weI have the right dog for you, WeI would like you to have and consider the following information:
We believe your pup to be mentally and physically healthy, and suitable for a lifetime as a family member, but I would suggest that you have your vet examine her (or him) within a week of the pup's arrival. If you then agree that he is indeed the pup for you, he is yours with my guarantee to his second birthday against disorders such as hip dysplasia that both your vet and mine consider to be of an hereditary nature. The pup is not to be used for breeding purposes (unless we have a show/co-own-breed contract, which is a whole other ball game) so must be neutered/spayed. Should you not wish to keep the dog, OUR CONTRACT REQUIRES THAT YOU MUST CONTACT ME for refund, replacement, or other arrangement appropriate to the particular circumstances.

FEEDING

Your pup may be fed any of the premium adult diets such as Purina Pro Plan products, Eukanuba Lamb and Rice, Nutro Lamb & Rice, MediCal, Iams, Science Diet, Techni-Cal, and others, so settle on one that is reasonably easy to buy in your neighbourhood. My dogs are on Purina Veterinary Formula Large Breed Puppy food for the first year (or until they start to get chubby, whichever comes first), at which time they graduate to Joint Mobility formula (same brand). These contain NO citric acid, and “fat” is not in the first four listed ingredients. Bear in mind that grocery store dog foods meet minimum nutritional requirements, while the premium diets contain OPTIMUM ingredients. They cost a bit more, but it's worth it. There's no need to add other foods or vitamin supplements. Indeed, doing so may upset the nutritional balance of his diet, and may cause him harm. 

I give very young puppies several meals a day: By 6 months your pup would be fed twice a day. I'd offer 2 cups per meal at the moment and adjust the amount based on her appetite.  You might have to make adjustments from day to day or even meal to meal. If 4 cups daily total is patently insufficient, give a third meal. This is not usually necessary after 6 months of age, but be prepared to go up to about 2 cups of dry kibble thrice daily as he continues to grow. In order to avoid the risk of life-threatening gastric torsion (see below), never over-fill even an adult dog's stomach. You will not ever, therefore, feed more than 2 to 2.5 measuring cups of food at a single meal.  

Add just a little water to the dry food because it'll help the stomach to empty more quickly, cutting down the high risk time for bloat (gastric dilatation) and torsion of the stomach. See the BLOAT section.  


I suggest you continue to feed him twice a day throughout his adult life since two small meals are safer than one large one. Older dogs may need less. I have a three year old who maintains perfect weight on 3/4 cup twice a day. If you have trouble deciding on how much to feed, please call me, or consult your veterinarian. 

Please note that weI use LARGE breed puppy food. The experts at the Ontario Veterinary College suggest that there are strong environmental influences in the development of hip dysplasia, and advised me years ago to keep puppies on this (your pup was weaned onto Purina Pediatric at the age of five weeks, and will be switched to large breed food soon after eight weeks of age). The rationale is that they'll reach their full growth potential anyway, but they'll do so more gradually thus giving their muscle development time to keep up with the bone growth, so their hips have a better chance. It is therefore also important that the puppy has the exercise she needs to develop and tone his muscles, and that he not run wildly up and down stairs or on slippery surfaces that might cause him to fall or do the splits and wrench his developing hips. The best exercise is brisk, on-leash walking. You should be doing that frequently and regularly at least as long as his bones are maturing . . . up to 15 – 17 months of age.

*******

The following are some tips that I find valuable and would like to share with you. You might wish to seek your Vet's opinion about some of these:
*******

GASTRIC TORSION or BLOAT (GVD)

N.B. There is recent research that suggests our old ways of trying to avoid bloat are not enough, and may indeed be harmful. For instance, bloat is more likely to happen if you feed kibble containing citric acid as a natural preservative, and the risk is four-fold greater if you add water to a food that contains citric acid. Who’d have thought lemon juice dangerous to dogs? The risk is also heightened if your dog food lists fat among the first four ingredients. For more information, and a calculator to assess your dog’s risk of getting this horrible condition, go to

www.vet.purdue.edu/epi/dietrisk.htm
www.vet.purdue.edu/epi/clbr.htm
www.vet.purdue.edu/newsletters/1999/fall/gdv.htm 
A GOOD RULE to help avoid the gastric torsion I mentioned when I advised you never to overfill the dog's stomach is to make sure the dog does not have heavy exercise within an hour before or two hours after eating a meal. By "heavy" I mean exercise hard enough to make the dog flop down, panting. This is particularly important after eating, since running and jumping with a full stomach makes it easier for the gut to twist around on itself. Another risk activity is rolling the dog over from one side to the other: If you need the dog to turn over, stand him up then ask him to lie on his other side (vets are taught this so they don’t get sued because of accidentally causing a torsion). Do not use raised food bowls.

Beware of the dog who suddenly seems reluctant to move and looks uncomfortable; has a belly that feels firm or hard to the touch, as if it's bloated; the gums become dark pink, almost purple. There may be repeated retching without significant vomiting. Should some or all of these signs appear, get the dog to a vet QUICKLY. Minutes count. The longer between torsion and surgery, the greater the chances that the dog will not survive. 

Think ahead--know how to access emergency veterinary services in your area. 

Consider pet insurance--many wonderful pets are put to sleep because their owners cannot afford the veterinary treatment they need in an emergency.

TREATS

There have been instances of dogs choking on or developing bowel blockages from pieces of rawhide and Pigs' ears. As a matter of fact, anything that potentially could cause choking could also block the intestine if it gets down far enough. The dog does not have to swallow huge chunks to cause a problem: Rawhide and similar treats are indigestible; little chunks can accumulate and eventually build up to cause a blockage.  If you must give your dog rawhide it's best to choose the kind that's made from compressed flakes so that it will disintegrate more easily if it becomes lodged in her throat, œsophagus, or intestine. (I avoid rawhide completely--there are other fun things in life!) Try celery or carrots sliced longitudinally, or use thin apple wedges or halved grapes (handy for hiding pills in!). Cut "RollOver" into 3mm cubes--if you're using them as a training tool you'll need the pieces to be pretty small otherwise you'll end up with a fat (but obedient!) pooch. You may also use cheese to train, (I like mozzarella string cheese best), but make the pieces tiny so you don't hand out large total amounts.

RECIPE Training Treats: Quarter Red Hots longitudinally then cut them into small pieces . . . you can get 70 to 100 from a single wiener . . . wrap them in paper toweling and dehydrate them in the microwave, stirring them every one to two minutes. 

Because I use food lures and rewards a great deal in the early training stages (and, far more occasionally, later) I do not want to be compelled only to use junk food for this purpose. A useful trick I have adopted is as follows: 

TIP  Instead of just feeding the dog, I measure out the appropriate amount of kibble into his dish but don't put it down for him yet. First I take a handful of the kibble pellets, put them in my pocket, and have a little fun'n'games play training session with the pooch, using his ordinary dog food both as training lure and as reward. This works because he's hungry. When he's spent a few minutes being the Smartest Dog In The World (they all are, you know), I tell him how superlatively wonderful he is, put water on his kibble, set the dog dish down and let him eat. 

Bones are an absolute NO-NO! Any bone, big or little, cooked or raw, may cause serious gastrointestinal harm to your dog. The exception is the hard, sterilized bones that cannot be broken. They're sold in pet supply stores, and will keep your pup busy for hours if you stuff some yummy treat like cheese inside. Even these are not good if the dog spends his time chewing on the bone itself rather than merely trying to extricate the stuffing, for it's easy to crack teeth on such bones. Better to stuff a Kong toy or a Buster Cube. I recycle large-mouthed plastic peanut butter jars. A smear of peanut butter or Cheez Whiz inside the jar keeps Fido busy for ages.

People food is generally not a good dog treat on a regular basis. I must admit that I allow my house dogs to lick people plates, just for the taste, but I never give them any appreciable quantity of people stuff for fear of upsetting the carefully calculated nutritional balance of their dog kibble. The best meat treat I can think of is to let them share a can of that same premium formula dog food. (As a general rule the canned version is more expensive, nutritionally the same, and not necessary, so I almost never use it, and then only for a dog who's "gone off" his kibble temporarily.) Don’t worry that your dog gets little or no dietary variety . . . he doesn’t crave gastronomic change as do we, and even a dog meat treat may cause him to have a tummy upset.

TIP  Remember that the dog is susceptible to many parasites, germs and toxins which are harmful to people, so don't feed your dog anything that's unfit for your own consumption such as raw meat, fat scraps, or food of questionable freshness.
POISONS

Chocolate, especially the kind that's used in baking, contains theophyllines that are cardiotoxic to dogs and may cause your pet to have a cardiac arrest. It's not uncommon for little children (willingly or no) to share such yummies with their canine friends, but it is potentially very dangerous, and it doesn't take much to do the ultimate harm.
Avocado pears have caused rapid death from anaphylactic reactions in some animals, so are better avoided by dogs.

Oak leaves and acorns are extremely toxic to dogs, so check her play areas for this potential danger.

Zinc poisoning caused the death of one of Canada's top winning show dachshunds. The dog had swallowed two of the nuts holding his traveling crate together. I changed all the nuts and bolts on mine to plastic or nylon as soon as I heard that, and I'm very careful to keep my the dogs away from my husband's workbench area. Keep the baby's diaper cream out of the dog's reach, too--one of my doggy offspring suffered zinc poisoning from eating half an economy sized jar of Zincofax ointment. She survived, but not until after the family had had to cope with a vet visit, stomach evacuation, purging, etc. The dog had diarrhœa for days as a potent--no, pungent--reminder to her owners to keep stuff in closed cupboards!
Medicines, pesticides, and cleaning materials are just as dangerous to dogs as they are to children, so keep them out of reach. That rule applies also to that sweet-tasting killer, antifreeze, which is lethal to people and dogs in surprisingly small doses.
OTHER HAZARDS

Puppies chew anything, so I never leave them unattended in the presence of any plugged-in electrical cords. It's so easy for a pup to suffer terrible burns to the mouth, or even to die, from such a hazard. Try a noxious-tasting substance such as Bitter Apple (available at most pet supply stores and veterinary clinics) on your reachable electrical cords, and train your puppy not to touch them.

TIP Put some Bitter Apple on the cord or a cotton ball first and place it in the pup's mouth. He'll absolutely H-A-T-E the taste. This will teach him that things that smell of that awful stuff will taste terrible, too. For some reason, if you just leave taboo objects sprayed with Bitter Apple without the preliminary taste test lesson, the dog will sometimes chew them anyway. Only recognition of the smell and anticipation of the awful taste will stop him from wanting to take the initial nibble. 
I found one of my own dogs choking when he tried to swallow a pair of pantyhose that he'd dragged out of the laundry basket. Fortunately, one foot was still dangling from his mouth, and I was able to pull the whole thing out! Pups often swallow socks and get away with it, but things like that can cause more than just choking: There's also the risk of bowel obstruction. It was one of the greatest challenges of parenthood to get my children never to leave their laundry lying about!

My sister had a scary experience: She had been exercising her afghan hounds in the park and the whole muddy crew jumped back into their station wagon to head for home. She had left their collars and leashes on, for she'd need them on again in a very few minutes, but one of the long lunge leashes was dangling out of the door when she closed it. The leash caught in the car wheel and got wound tighter and tighter as she began to move the car. Fortunately she noticed the dog's head being pulled towards the door and rescued him before any harm was done.

There have been all kinds of horror stories about dogs riding loose in the backs of open trucks, and--worse--about dogs tied there who have fallen out and been dragged. I require a solemn commitment from adoptive families that my dogs will never be exposed to such hazards.
My dogs never ride loose in a car. Relatively minor events like sudden braking, swerving, or acceleration can hurt dogs, even when there's no actual accident. Besides, what's the point of protecting myself with a seatbelt if I'm to have my neck broken by 80 pounds of flying sheepdog? Not very long ago I witnessed a minor fender-bender in which no one was hurt but a window broke and the beautiful collie riding unrestrained in the rear seat was frightened, jumped through the broken window, and was killed by a passing car. Far safer for a dog (and the other occupants of the vehicle) for her to ride in a securely anchored crate or a doggie-seatbelt. Get a Large or Extra Large seatbelt. It will adjust to fit him even at little puppy size, and the sooner he and you are trained to use it (it's a bit of a fiddle to get on at first, but you'll soon acquire the knack), the better. Airbags pose the same hazards for dogs as for children: Dogs should NEVER ride in the front passenger seat if the car is equipped with an air bag on that side. 

Beware of open car windows: Dogs can fall or jump out, and even if they only stick their heads out of the window the wind can blow foreign bodies into their eyes--a greater hazard for a dog than for you or me, for it sometimes requires general anæsthesia to remove the offending object. If you drive a convertible, use your judgment, but keep the dog in a proper restraint and out of the direct wind.

Beware too of sunshine on a closed car, even on days that don't seem too terribly hot: Heatstroke happens all too quickly and is a terrible way for a dog to die. Parking in the shade means parking where there is and will be NO sun on ANY part of the car, not just parking on a shadowy spot. Opening the windows a few inches isn't enough either. Don't leave the dog unless the air conditioning is left on (check it every 10 minutes to make sure it continues to be effective) or, better yet, leave a PERSON in the car too--someone who can DO something about it if it's getting too hot. Beware also of warm, humid weather, even without sunshine. It's amazing how quickly the interior of a car can become unbearably hot under such conditions. If the car's wide open, do not lose sight of the possibility of having your dog stolen. Bottom line: If you wouldn't leave your baby there, don't leave your dog!
Likewise, never allow an Old English to stay in the sun for too long, (and too long can be as little as ten minutes!), especially if she's in full coat. I keep mine in an air-conditioned environment in the warm weather, and ensure they have ready access to shade and fresh drinking water at all times.

Never leave an unsupervised dog wearing a collar, most especially not a choke collar. He can get it caught on the most unlikely things, including on doggie playmates. Also, if you're planning to show your puppy, you'll see that even a bandanna or a flea collar will effectively spoil his coat and his chances in the ring. 

TIP  Flea collars don't work anyway, but I have a use for them: Stretch them to activate the flea killer, then cut them into 1 - 2 inch lengths and put a piece in your vacuum cleaner bag to kill off any fleas or hatching flea-eggs that might be sucked up.

HEALTH

Speaking of fleas, there's a once-a-month-during-the-season flea and Heartworm Pill ("Sentinel") available. It also kills intestinal worms.

Please do make sure that you follow your Vet’s recommendations about having your puppy’s blood tested for heartworm. Once when he’s about a year old (i.e. before entering his second heartworm season) is enough, and no further testing is necessary in subsequent years provided he misses no heartworm prevention doses, or if he visits a high risk area such as the south-eastern United States. The number of months per year that these pills are necessary depends upon the geographical location of the dog's home or travel. Here in South-Central Ontario they are used from June through November.

If there are diseases endemic in your area, your new dog might need to be immunized, e.g. against Lyme disease. Talk to your vet.

Heartworm is a dreadful disease, borne by mosquitoes, endemic in many areas. Prevention is very important and cure can involve rather toxic therapy. Please discuss this with your vet.

RESTRAINT

There have been numerous reports of dogs who have been tied up having hanged themselves by jumping over picnic tables, fences, deck rails, parked cars and such or through open stairways or banister rails. All he has to do is try to chase a squirrel . . . . The best way to restrain a dog out of doors is to put him in a fenced area (even if it's relatively small, like a 6x4' pen) with guaranteed shade at all times of day and a plentiful supply of fresh water.  The Co-op sells 10' x 10' x 6' high enclosures that are easy to erect, and portable. They cost around $300 and are worth every penny. I suggest you give "Invisible Fencing" some consideration. It can be used to "close off" an unfenced portion of your yard, or to demarcate just a part of the yard where the dog is safe when unsupervised; it might be worth installing in your front yard to deny the dog access to the street or neighbours' driveways. (I recently met the distressed owners of a dog who'd been killed by the neighbours' car as she was lying on the next-door driveway watching her master wash his own vehicle). It works, I believe, by causing a warning ultrasound by a gadget on the collar of an approaching dog. If the dog still goes to the boundary, she gets an uncomfortable but non-dangerous electrical shock. I still think a physical structure would be better for the backyard, though, and it occurs to me that a difficult-to-see-through-or-over wooden fence would minimize the danger of dog theft also.

CRATES are wonderful! A crate can become a cozy, safe haven for your dog, provided it is used properly and NEVER as a punishment. This provides you with a marvelous tool for house-breaking, and a place you can leave your puppy in the knowledge that he'll be both comfortable and safely out of mischief's way.

TOYS

Watch out for the squeakers and other pieces of toys that can be chewed off and choked upon. Similarly, don't let your puppy play with a round object any smaller than a tennis ball--it can get stuck so far back in the dog's mouth as he catches it that he may succumb before you can pry it out. Sturdy, lidless, roly-poly plastic bottles can be recycled as dog toys; strong rubber toys such as the beehive-shaped "Kong" are durable and excellent fun; "Gummabones" for puppies and adult dogs are superb replacements for real bones. (Avoid "Nylabones" which are now recognized as the cause of cracked or broken teeth in adult dogs, and never throw a hard object such as a "Nylabone" for your dog to catch--it'll break teeth). Booda Velvet toys are softer but can have indigestible pieces chewed off them and swallowed (is nothing safe?). Rope toys are excellent for fun and keeping puppy's teeth clean--but I don’t encourage you to play tug o' war with him unless you train him to stop playing on command--you may inadvertently encourage aggression. (The same risk applies to chasing games, so make certain every family member appreciates that). 
TIP Don’t give your pup an old slipper to chew on--he'll not be able to learn that it's okay to eat that but taboo to eat your most expensive shoes! The same applies to gloves and other personal belongings. It is a good idea to encourage your pup to chomp on his own chew toys because it deflects his attention from forbidden things and allows him to act like a dog without getting into hot water. 

TRAINING

Is very important. Essential. I would go so far as to say that to failure to train a dog is a form of abuse inasmuch as properly trained dogs are very unlikely indeed to end up being put down for unacceptable behaviour (biting), given away, dumped at the pound, or just banished to basement or backyard. It is for this reason that I require all my puppy owners to work with their dogs to pass the Canine Good Citizen test in the first few months of ownership.

FACT   Only about 35% of pet dogs remain with their original owners. The majority of these broken dog-home situations arise because the owners fail to train their puppies properly.

There are various training methods. Dog education, like human, has changed over the years. Those of us who had our first OESs a decade or two ago might have been taught the traditional Yank On The Slip Collar method and the kindly-but-tough attitude that goes with that. Such methods work, but didn't seem to work as well with the average Old English as with some other breeds. I suspect that this is why OESs earned the unfair and inaccurate reputation of being "stupid" and "stubborn."

In fact they are neither. They are smart and willing to learn. It strikes me that humans (myself among them) were too "stupid" to realize that the method doesn't work with breeds of certain temperaments, and too "stubborn" to realize that if a method isn't having the desired effect, perhaps the appropriate response is to change the training approach, for the failure could have more to do with the method than with the dog!

Old English Sheepdogs are what dog trainers refer to as a "soft" breed. Give them a tough physical correction and they learn that they did something wrong but are afraid to try again in case they repeat the unknown mistake. Instead they tend to freeze.

How much fairer to show the dog what you want him to do and praise him for doing it. He'll learn so fast it'll take your breath away. There is no need to yell at or strike the dog; in fact such human behaviour is definitely counterproductive. Clicker training techniques enable the trainer to reward the trainee during the desired behaviour, and such methods are very effective indeed.

TIP It is an excellent approach to teach your dog to respond to whispered commands, and to hand signals, so you can control him from a distance. 

Distance control is impossible to teach if the dog relies on a set of cues that includes your actually touching him or pulling on his collar. Ian Dunbar’s methods, or Clicker training, based on B.F. Skinner’s operant conditioning theory, are excellent training options.

Happy dogs who are having fun learn well. Humans who have fun while training their dogs are less likely to give up on the training. Everybody stands to win.

I encourage my Old English clients to use the food lure/reward, dog-friendly training methods espoused by such as Dr. Ian Dunbar. His excellent books and training videos are available through James & Kenneth Publishers in Oakland, California, USA and Oakville, Ontario, Canada. 
The following is an example of the application of these principles:

A common canine behaviour problem is food (or toy) protective biting.  This is how I recommend you deal with prevention of such unacceptable (and for the dog himself, potentially life-threatening) behaviour:

While the dog is a puppy/adolescent or even if I've adopted him as an adult I frequently come up to him while he's eating, gently remove his dish (telling him "Leave It" a fraction of a second before I require him to do so), give him something better than dog food (a tiny piece of chicken or freeze-dried liver or anything he really loves) with the command "Take it" just before he gets his mouth on it. Then I praise him and reward his tolerance by giving him his dinner back. ("Take it...Good Dog!") This teaches the dog that humans who approach his food aren't threatening, and probably makes him think he's trained me to give him treats at mealtimes! You can have children do this too, but ONLY under CLOSE adult supervision. It is better to train the dog not to mind children approaching his food than to teach your children to stay away at feeding times, for should a child, perhaps a visiting child, violate the stay away rule, the dog might protect his food if he feels threatened. If you have no children, borrow some. Having said that, it is nice for the dog if the children will leave him in peace to eat or play with his chew toys. But please do the preventative training too.

GROOMING

. . . is undoubtedly hard work. I use a small, soft slicker or a metal pin brush (not the bubble-tipped variety) and a 1.5" tine Greyhound comb because they are kindest to the coat. If you need help with grooming, please feel free to call me! You should not be using a matt ripper--it's unkind to let your dog get matted in the first place, so if his coat gets like that, be a good owner and have him shaven all over (head too!). LIGHT DOES NOT HURT SHEEPDOGS' EYES!!! The coat will grow back surprisingly quickly, and you can try again to keep her tangle-free. It doesn't really matter what the season is, either, since you'll naturally keep him in a comfortable environment, appropriate to his coat length and the weather. Most pet owners have not the time to do a thorough grooming job on an Old English every single week (which is what they need to keep up a full coat), but a dollar a day will buy the dog a trip to the beauty parlour once a month and it is a habit well worth cultivating. (I try to bathe my dogs weekly, using Palmolive Green Dishwashing Liquid for most of the body and Odor Control Deodorizing Shampoo for the naughty bits, and they have no skin problems from too-frequent bathing.) Don't use people shampoos, including "tearless" ones for babies, because dog skin is different from ours, and such products are not good for it. Even with a monthly bath, your dog will need weekly brushing--or every two or three days when she's changing from puppy to adult coat: There's a phase from about 6 to 18 months of age when they seem to mat much more readily than at other times. 

Pay attention to problem spots like chin, muzzle, behind ears, side of face below ears, feet/legs, armpits (legpits??), belly, and around the genitalia. 

Make it a habit to inspect closely the hair that grows around a boy dog’s little delicate parts where mats form quickly and easily, and it hurts to get them out. 

The same goes for hair that grows in and around a girl dog’s vulva. Keep it trimmed and clean there, for it is not uncommon for tiny mats to form which get urine-soaked, and the continuous moisture and irritation can cause ulcerated areas on the vulva. Can you imagine how that must hurt every time she pees, or even walks?? Remember, and pay attention.

Teeth should be cleaned daily, but once a week is better than naught. People toothpaste and baking soda are very bad for dogs (too much sodium), but you can get doggie toothpaste from your vet or pet supply store, as well as easy-to-use doggie toothbrushes that fit onto your finger. I favour a piece of gauze wrapped around my fingertip for toothpaste application and gum massage. There are also chewable plaque-removing pills that are supposed to be good (again, consult with your vet).  My problem with those pills was that my dogs either swallowed them whole, which defeated the purpose, or spat them out because they didn’t like the taste! 


Be sure to keep the hair trimmed around the anus, and make a habit of a "bum check" each time he comes in (my guys dash into the kennel but each stops to have his bottom wiped before trotting along to his own pen). I have seen Old English from very caring homes come to me for grooming having fæces caked around the anus and maggots (ugh!) eating into their flesh because nobody checked there, and their coats were so nicely brushed (on the outside) that the fæcal mass was not at all obvious. The maggots aren’t just disgusting--they can cause blood toxicity that can be life threatening, and it can happen amazingly quickly (in a day or two), especially in hot, humid weather.

Watch also for “hot spots” in hot, muggy weather . . . those maggots can eat away at patches of flesh there, too. This maggoty horror is called “Fly Strike,” and the first clue to its presence can be what looks like sawdust or tiny grass seeds in the dog’s coat, almost always in the rear 1/3 of the dog.

Ask your Vet to show you how to check and empty anal glands. It is uncomfortably full, impacted, or infected anal glands that cause a dog to ‘scoot’ on its bottom (not worms, as popular belief would have it).

It is important, too, to pluck ears, clip the hair between pads, and keep toenails trimmed or filed. 

TIP To trim toenails on hairy paws, cover the foot with an old sock or knitted material and let the toenails poke through. 

A cordless DREMEL tool with a half-inch sanding wheel set at low speed is ideal for canine manicures (try it on your big toenail first to see how it feels). N.B. The plug-in Dremel tool’s lowest speed is too fast for this application. Only the rechargeable model will do.

Keep the hair away from his eyes with a barrette or a latex band, or clip him. Contrary to popular belief you will do the eyes no harm by exposing them to the full light of day, and you may save him from injury by allowing him to see where he's going. A very beautiful show dog was recently rendered quadriplegic by a neck injury incurred by running blindly into a tree, and another climbed a low wall and jumped off the other side… landing 30 feet below on a busy freeway! Fortunately she survived, but there have been lots of similarly awful consequences to leaving sheepies' eyes covered.

Clipped sheepdogs look handsome, feel comfortable, and don't shed! Don't "skin" him though--he'll either freeze or get a sunburn! And don't hesitate to use a high SPF No. sun block on any thinly coated places (e.g. the nose). If he's to be clipped for the summer try to do it before the sun gets too hot, say in April or May.

SAFETY

FACT It’s a terrible thing that dogs get hurt or killed on the roads, and it's hard to live with the knowledge (as must I, I'm ashamed to admit) that if a dog gets in that situation it's always the owner's fault.

Make certain you have an acceptable way of preventing any possible access to the highway, and don't rely just on training--the 10 year old bitch of mine who died that way was "reliably" trained to know and respect the boundaries of my property. Nonetheless, such training is important, and had I to pick a single command to which a dog should be taught to respond unhesitatingly it would be the "Come" command. It's dangerous to walk even a highly trained dog off-leash near the road or railway--one can never be absolutely certain that an unexpected circumstance will not make the dog run into the path of a moving vehicle. Even leashed dogs have been run over when being walked by inexperienced children or inattentive adults. Get your pup a flat nylon adjustable collar and a 4 - 6 foot leash for starters. Flex-leashes are long and retractable, and allow you to let her run around open spaces without losing control of her. 

I do encourage you to train her according to the principles put forth in the Dunbar training videos, and to sign up for the first available puppy kindergarten. 

Talk to obedience school people, perhaps watch a few classes, and choose a school where the methods are non-violent (you'd be surprised how many don't qualify!). The Ian Dunbar school of thought, or some modification of that would be excellent. Watch the Dunbar tape first (N.B. the Sirius Puppy Training tape is intended as a temperament training/socialization method for pups under 18 weeks of age), so you know what you're talking about. 

Start school as soon as you get your dog. As I said at the beginning, every moment is a learning experience for a dog. I will have given the pup a head start, and you need to continue training (including dominance exercises) from the moment you take over his care. It will make a huge difference to you and your dog if you train him to be well behaved from the very beginning.

*******

Please keep in touch, for you are taking away a little piece of me, too. Let me know how you're getting along, and don't hesitate to call, write, fax or e-mail if you have any questions, any time.

Sincere best wishes,
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